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Action needed by governments, universities

ASAA plan to reignite study of Asia

White Paper submission highlights WhdzNJ F 242 OAL GA2hyof F NEdZSR 6 A (K
crisis in Asian studies. evidence in 2005 that the national ability to

ith Asian studies in Australia in understand and communicate with our

crisis, it is imperative that those in neighbours in Asia had stalled at d#ogically

the field reignite the study of Asia, low leveR The imperative to address this

says theAsian Studies Association national need to embrace Asian studies at this
of AustraliaASAA) in a subission to the historical moment earl){ inrte.Asian c'entury is
I dz& G NI £ ALy VDige@&hsry Sy i Q §8Ven greater now. We in f\S|a[1 itudlgs“need to 5
Australia in the Asian Century NBEAIyAlds UKS audzRe 2F Laialb A
The submission Wreating and transmitting The ASAA submissio_n says universities ne_ed to
ldza G NIt Al Q&8 1y2¢ttSRIS zPfodyce gradugteswith@sian langpage skills
recommends wideanging measures for not just to do business buo teach these
governments and universities to encourage languages to Astralians in schools and
the study of Asia. These includestpromotion elsewhere. Yet data indicates that Asian
and extension of postgraduate scholarships language enrolmgnts, WhICh fell 5|gn|f|c.antly in
for study in Asia ashthe creation of an the late 1990s, still continue to fall and in
Australian equivalent of a Fulbright some areas such as Indonesiandrastically.
scholarship to be awarded annually to three In 2001, less than 5 per cent of university
distinguished scholars, authors or officials studerts studied Asia in any way, while only
from Asia. 3 per cent studied an Asian language.
w2 Ksy aKs ! {!! 02yRdzOUSE2 Betefore strBnglf urge knowledge
Maximizing Australia's Asia knowledge: creationand transmissioro build our
repositioning and renewal of a national asset nationalAsia literacy angapacityto

study, its authors consciously rejected the
word@risi@ G KS adzoYAaaizy atorinpesraga2 RSO RS

frGSNI S OFyy2i( odzi dzi Slanﬁé\l%élﬁeé?sNdfﬁ] A%?dé ONR o6 S
the state of Asian studies in Austratia. . )

A ‘o transition and_.chan 98¢, ¢
WeKS OF LI OAuUé 2F 2dzNJ dzyASNBRAUASA U usSlk OK
about and research Asian societies, politics,
histories andeconomies has declined still
F dzNJ KS NI Q

The submission calls for a range of
WaGNI AIKIGF2NBI NRZ 02y O
programs that creatively incorpate existing

resources to support effective teaching of o . y
Asian languages, encourage young Australians Regl tr_atlor)s open for 19th
to pursue study of Asia, and rebuild high ASAAbiennial conference

quality undergraduate and postgraduate ? see page 4
LINEINI Y& AYy Y2ald 27F 2dzNJ dzyffgswu\ﬁ)\ééczqn
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ASAA dan to WFIASERO2N] TH®Oder 6aKALIQ 27F |
. research student
reignite study

; 1 creating an Australian equivalent of a
of Asia Fulbright scholarship, to be awarded
From page 1 annually to three distinguished scholars,
YEEAYAAS 2LIIRNIidyTedAsSa y RYhos erpilicigs Tom Agag
achieve these aims, the ASAA says Australia SeeASAA websitéor full submission.
must:

Further reading

T learn from past experience Anne McLarenAsian languages enrolments in

f set up networls and systems to identify Australian figher education 20069, Asian Studies
and creatively incorporate existing Association of Australia, 2011.
resources to maximise promotion of Asia Asian Studies Association of Australia (ASAA),
literacy inside the education system at all Maximizing Australia's Asia knowledge:
levels repositioning and renewal of a nationasset ASAA
Inc., 2002.
1 promote deeper understanding of the o
importance of knowledge creation and ASAA, Submission to the 2@0® Federal Budget,
L . 2005
transmission, to inform andrppare - o o i
Australian society for maximising 5S02NF K I SYRSNRZ2Yy> WasSSuAy3 UKsS
opportunities for mutual benefit with through Asia literacy an overview of the major
counterparts in Asian societies ;32(52 YsSa |y RsiaRSdiesiReveeR72(1),

1 create the capacity for effective and

- s David HillJndonesia language in Australian
sustainable teaching in school programs

universities: strategies for a stronger future

by including Asian content in teaching (advanced précis of report launched at Parliament
degrees, with at least oneemester's House, Canberra, 27 February 2012.)
study in Asia
y RossGarnaut,Australia and thenortheast Asian
Universities need to ascendancyAustralian Government Publishing
acknowledge that Senice, Canberra, 1989.
UKS WwW2yS aanl &urtﬁe?‘irﬁoﬁnaﬂbn&réfe@sor Purnendra Jain

approach to ASAA President, or at 08 8303 868
university language "

programs cannot be
applied to all Asian
languages and to act
on the under
standing that good
courses attract and hold students, and
therefore contribute to Asia literacy.

The ASAA also recommends coordinating

Asian studies within university programs by
WYFAYAUNSBEYAY3I ailQ A
programs, and specialised centres.

The submission also recommends:

1 funding up to 40 postgraduatgtudy-in-
Asia language fellowships at anerage
annual value of $2B800 each for
advanced students to study language and
develop scholarly interests and personal
connections for a year in a country of
Asia.

9 encouraging PhD students to persevere
with in-country fieldwork in Asia with a
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Report calls for public commitment
to Indonesian language studies

Indonesian language teaching is WLG A& | ljdk yGAFAFOES YSI & dzN:

disappearing from Australian
universities.

n explicit public commitment by the
Australian Government and
Opposition to supporting Indonesian
language teaching in Australian
universities until 2020 is one of 20
recommendations in a new rept on the crisis
in Indonesian language teaching in Australia.

The report,Indonesiadanguage in Australian
universities: strategies for a stronger futyre

by Professor David. Hil] Chair ofSouthEast

Asian Studieat Murdoch University, details

the crisis in Indonesian language teaahin
Australian universities and schools and makes
20 recommendation§ 2 & G NBy3IGKSy
Indonesian language skills

The report prepared under a National
Teaching Fellowship from theustralian
Learning and Teaching Councalso
recommends lhat Australian governments,
through the education ministers, establish a
national taskforce on Indonesian language.

¢KS dFalf2N0OSQa NRt S ng{étr |ani2

advocate for, promote and stimulate
Indonesiandanguage teaching and learning
across all sectors of the education system, and
to oversee and coordinate the

implementation of a national Indonesian
languagein-universities program.

Enrolments in Indonesian nationally
dropped byabout40 per cent, at aine
when the overall undergraduate
population in universities expanded by
nearly 40 per cent.

Arguing that a healthy working relationship
GAGK LYR2YySail Aa
present and future national interest, the
NELI2NI &l ea
the Indonesian language is a key indicator of
the perceptions of Indonesia that exist within
the Australian community.
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interest in, knowledge of, and engagement
gAlK
measure of the community support for the
idea of closer ties between Australia and
Indonesia support without which
government policy efforts are unlikely to
succeed.

Wh dzNJ 02
confidently in
the Indonesian
language is
essential if we
are to continue
to enhance
mutual
understanding

' and respect,
facilitate the exchange of ideas and boost
productive collaboration in all aspects of the
bilateral relationship, including but certainly

FoAfAGR

not limited tot our economid.J- NI y SNA KA LI® Q

The report says a series of troubling political
events in Indonesia over the past 15 years,
compounded by negative coverage of these

Austr lian. Og %a nery
hd dls ourgg% ta\é ?}&&' %jz
learning Indonesian.

In <hools, there were fewer Year 12 students
studying Indonesian in 2009 than there were
in 1972. In universities, during the decade
from 2001 to 2010nationalenrolments in
Indonesian dropped bgbout40 per cent, at a
time when the overall undergraduate
population in universities expanded by nearly
40 per cent. In New South Wales, Indonesian
language enrolments during this pericell by
more than50 per cent.

WLT GKA&A NXdGS 2F RSOtAyS
all other factors remain constant, by 2021

Indonesian will havevirtually disappeared
from universities in all stateand territories

@A G fexdgm Vidogaiakd the digrttieNuTérrioryQ &

Unless Australia reinvests in Indonesian

redriess tddedri |y astudids]NUS teport says, we risk losing the

comparative advantage provided by lingtic
expertise,

Continued page 4
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Call for commitment
to Indon esian
language studies
Frompage3

and the consequent economic, political and
strategic benefits from our relationship with
LYR2YS&Al ®Q

Since 2006, Indonesian has been designated a
Nationally Strategic Language in the
Department of Education, Employment and
Workplace Relations funding agreements with
universities. Yet no accompanying funding has
been provided to support this. Instead,
universities are closing Indonesian programs.

The repat
proposes an
overarching
national
Indonesian
languagein-
universities
program and puts
forward 20 specific recommendations.

The cost of funding the recommendations that
directly relate to universities is $98 million
over the next decade. Such calls ugbe
Commonwealth Budget at a time of stated
fiscal restraint, the report argues, would be
outweighed by the cost of permitting
ldzAGNJ £ Al Qa4 SELISNIAAS
away at precisely a period of renewed
economic growth in Indonesia.

Silk Road exhibition opens

A new international exhibitiorf,Travelling the

Silk Road: ancient pathway to the modern

% 2 NJhaR @pened at the National Museum of
Australia in Canberrat¥ S| (G dzNB&a G KS
oldest international highway over a spans of

six centuries (ABOO to 1200and showcases
F2dzNJ NBLINBaASy Gl dA@S OA
Dynasty capital; Turfan, a bustling oasis;
Samarkand, home of the prosperous

merchants; and Baghdad, a meeting place for
scholars, scientists, and philosophers.

Developed by the Anreean Museum of
Natural History, New York, the exhibition The
exhibition is on show until 29 July 20Fbr
further information, see thevebsite
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Registrations open for
19th ASAA conference

wSIAAGNI GA2YE | NB y2
19th Biennial Conference, whietill be held
at the University of Western Sydney
(Parramatta South Campus),ciB July, 2012.

The organisers have already confirmed an
impressive list of speakensicludingthree
keynote speakers: Professor Lily Kong, Vice|
President (University and Global Relations),
and acting Executive Vid&resident (Academig
Affairs), YaleNUS College, National Universi
of Singapore; Professor Jityun Lim,
Professor of Histgr, Director of the Research
Institute of Comparative History and Culture
Hanyang University, Seoul; and Professor
Prasenijit Duara, Raffles Professor of

Humanities, Director, Asia Research Institute

and Director of Research, Humanities & Soc
SciencesNational University of Singapore.

The Malaysia and Singapore Society of
Australia 17th James Jackson Memorial
Lecture will be deliveretly Professor Wang
Gungwu (National University of Singapore) d
WeKS OFft FT2NJ alfl éa

Two South Asiat&dies Associatiomvited
speakers have also been confirmed: Profess
Kumaraswamy (Jawaharlal Nehru University

bS¢é 5SEtKAOG 2y WLYRAL
AYLX AOIFGA2ya F2NJ ! dza
5834l A oO0[2YR2y {OK22f
paceofSO2y 2YA O NBF2NY A
Aplenary panefV! dz& G NI f Al Ay
I SytidNEQ 6Aff NBFESQO

Government White Paper, which is being
produced by a task force led by Dr Ken Hen
(see story page 1). The panel will be chaired
by Professor Krista Sen (University of
Western Australia). Confirmed speakers
include Dr Richard.Gmith AO (former
Ambassador to China) and John Menadue A
(former Ambassador to Japan).

The closing plenarsessiod  W¢ KS Fd
laAly &aiddzRASa Ay ! dza
Professor Tessa Mor¢Buzuki, Professor of
Japanese History, School of Culture, History
Language, Australian National University
(ANU) Professor [emeritus] Anthony Reid,
Department of Political & Social Chang&|U;
and Professor Mauriziblarinelli, Director,

g 2Ly T

Ly
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Registrations
open for 19th
ASAA
conference
Frompage4

China Research Centre,
University of Technology,
SydneyOther conference
highlights will include the
Japanese Studies

' 3a20AFGA2Y
sessions on language
education, wih invited
speaker Professor Hiroko
Kataoka (California State
University) presenting on
YWl LI ySasS i
education for heritage
speakers: issues and
AGNY 6S3IASaQO
WYt NEGARAY3I O
learning pathways for

tf SFNYySNR 27
be faciltated by Professor
Chihiro Thomson
(University of New South
Wales).

¢CKS {11 22Y

will feature invited speaker
Professor Gaphee Ko
(Hanshin University) on
WDt 20Ff FSYA
FOGAPGAAYQOD
The conference WY y 2 §
Asia: Asian Studies in an
AsianO S y (i-dsNhBirg
hosted by theUniversityof

2 SA0SNY sty S

for Culture and Society, the
School of Humanities and
Communication Arts, and
the Centre for the Study of
Contemporary Muslim
Societies.

Further information about
the conference iavailable
from the conference

2T

A &

website.
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North Asia: transition and change

The new face of China

Political bargaining and jockeying has begun as
China prepares to elect new leaders.

Yongwook Ryu

n the autumn of 2012 the 18th Party Congress will convene in
f St RSNA

.SA2Ay3
China (PRC).

yR St SO

iKS ySg

Although attention will be fixatedn XiJinping and whether
hedgall ad¥dmie thé tépdarty and military positions, the
leadership change in PRC is more than the change of the top
person. It is the change of the oligarchs who collectively run the

Politburo Standing Committee (PSC), the nAtd a

RS Tt OuG2

highest decisionmaking body. Who will likely be the next group

2F [ KAYIl Q&

fSKR

SNAK 2KI O oAt

Y 3 dzkspeRially irits relations with the external world?

The process of leadership changetie PRC is a complex and
gpgwjogef{/vghL glitical bargaining and jockeying between

Hu Jintao

350 members. The Central Committee then

elects the members of the Politburo (currently 25 members),

members).

S ¥ Q @hich & tiiz¥hooses the PSC members (currently nine

However, the process is in fact tafpwn', with party leades
gxgrting %ig?igﬁmtt influence on the selection of delegates or
s afa

membeér

F£¢€ LI ad

LI NI &
A Y Jalso see a major turnover of personnel. Approximatelypé0

evelsrom the Party Congress tbe PSCASs in

O2yaANBaaArzyl f

different factions and leaders. In principle, it is a
| bottom-up process, with the election of 2270
o) Zdel%g,e\m?sfthls year from 4felegations to the
Party Congress, which then elects the CCP
Central Committe consisting of approximately

cent of the members of the Central Committee will likely be new

members?

More importantly, based on the age restriction, seven of the
nine current members of the PSC will step down, including Hu
Jintao and Wen Jiabao, and an additioseenPolitburo
members are expected to retire from their positioﬁtf.other
Politburo members retire for reasons such as headthare
removed for political wrongdoings, the magnitude of turnover

will be even greater.

There are several factors that are importantpiredicting who
will become the next leaders tifie PRC. The first is agehe
17th Congress set a precedent that anyone who reaches the age

2T cy oAt

KI @S

02

the 18th Congress'he second factor is admatrative
experience and proven record of success, an element of
meritocracy in the otherwise authoritarian system

Continued page 6
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The new face of China
From page 5

The PSC oversees all major policy issues
foreign andmilitary affairs, legislativaffairs,
ideology and propaganda, internal security,
party discipline, party apparatus, and matters
relating to Taiwan, Hong Kong, and Macao.
Hence those candidates with relevant
administrative experience in these established
policy sectors, such as Liunghan,
Propaganda Department chief, and Meng
Jianzhu, state countmk for internal security,
would have a good chance of makihinto

the PSC.

And the final and perhaps
most important factor is
patroncclient relations and
factional balance. The
outgoing partyleaders will
seek to appoint candidates
who are closer to them and
ensure a balance between different factions
and constituencies, so that they could
continue to exert their influence eveafter
they retire from their official dutiesPeople

like Zhang Gaoli and Ling Jihua have a good
charce of beingn the next PSC, precisely
because they are protégés of Jiang Zemin and
Hu Jintao, respectively.

Win Jiabao

Despite a large change in the composition of
the PSC, Hu Jintao is likely to retain the top
military post in the Central Military
Commission for several more years, following
WALFY3 %SYAYyQa LINSBOSRS
could happen. Although Xi Jinping appears to
have secured his position as the next top
leadern his recent visit to the United States
supports thig as the recent Bilai saga
illustrates, the fortunes of potential
candidates can change very quickly and
unexpectedly.

b T

%= The composition of the PSC
will have a significant impact
on the ideological emphasis
and policy direction of China
in the coming years. While

] all leaders agree othe

Bo XilaX changed / / t Q &artg yil&

fortunes. communist ideology,
economic growth and Taiwan, there are some
important differences of emphasis between
the Hu Jintaded tuan paifaction and the

WLINR YOSt Ay3aQa enk&ialF 2 NYSNDa

justice, equality and political reform such as
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the eradication of corruption and promotion

of democratic processes. In contrast, the latter
emphasises fast economic growth led by
coastal cities, market liberalisation, the reform
of the stateowned enterprises, and
urbanisation.

On Taiwan, with the relection of

Ma Yingjeou earlier this year, the new
leadership of the PRC will continue to deepen
the crossstrait relations, and hence we are
likely to see a period of relative stability.

On relatios with United States and other
regional actors such as Japan, China will feel
more confidentin voidngits opinions and
protectingits interests. To be sure, this trend
has more to do with the shifting power
balance in the region than leadership change
in the PRC, but the new leadelacking
revolutionary credentials and charispmaight
find themselves increasingly attracted to
growing nationalism as a source of their
political legitimacy.

References
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North Asia: transition and change

Japan—not there yet, but on the way

Beneath the evident insecurity and It is tempting to take the array of problems
pessimism of Japathere is a evident in Japanese society today as proof of

ersistent undercurrent of chanae crisis instead of transformation. At the top of
P ge. the list is the Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ),

RikkiKersten which appears to have disappointed the high

xpectations pl it after its histori
o eipecalons placed upol e s istorc
to be hovering between insecurity and
instability. The passing parade of
prime ministers over the past five yearsix
prime ministers so far, with a regime change
to boott invites scepticism concerning J3p& a
ability to manage its own affairs. Add to this
the devastation of the March 2011 disasters
and the ensuing crisis of confidence on the
part of civil society in its government, and from oneparty
Japan seems to be on a sd#feating spiral ; dominance under the
into seltdoubt and relatie decline. Naoto Kan Liberal Demomtic
Party. But the election
of the DPJ was only a catalyst for the deeper
levels of change that are now underway; it
was never going to be a neat beginning to a
new political system. Instead, the tribulations

The political demise of
Yukio Hatoyama and of
Naoto Kan, both
through perceived
incompetence, could
be interpreted as the
failure of the shift away

Set against the shining colossus of rising China
and the simmering menace of North Korea,
Japan seems-équipped to confront the
existential challenges these neighbouring
countries represen_t. How can this Japan of the DPJ reveal the realignment of the
e e el e, pola spectum,the epostoning of o
, P L ~ . . ~andemerqi olitica] affiliations, and new
62NIRoa GKANR (FnBsad sHRYSURRERRLTLTIVR
polity? Where can we find evidence of s

. . positions.
leadership to this end?
While the challenges confronting Japan are The electorate |s_assum|ng o_verglght
formidable, we cannot hope to discern of government with a determination
progres2 NJ LR G Sy G Al t YSNBt &thatds ungrecegentedin N|ddesnS
GKSNBE @2SGKQ .SySIiK (KStineg9A RSyl AyaSoOdaNRie | yR
pessimism there is a persistent undercurrent
of change. The degree of instability and

uncertainty is in direct proportion to the The context of socioeconomic crisis does not
profound nature of changes underway in negate thisprocessrather it adds momentum
Jgpanese politics. and necessity to the transformation journey.

When viewed as evidence of transition, the V\_”' LIy Qa NI LA Rt e ) t _3 SAy3 azoOAs
current instability and angst offer us insights birth rate, the low workforce participation

into the pervasive national transformation rate of females, the skizigh 200per cent

GKFG Aa 200dNNRAYy3I Ay Wl d?f 4EbPIONY . {P@tEagedypbhigly ¢ A y 3
journey from a miracle economy to a pest suicide rates (remaining at a high level from

miracle economyand from a oneparty 1998 through to thg present) and now the

dominant system to a twearty system, largescale destructlon of -communltles anq -
Sytdrata OFaOrRAYy3 OKL y 3PP anggonigmipgdign of land and life in
institutional culture and governance the Tohoku region are amenviable -
structures that will inevitably be messy, inventory of problems. To put it crudely, itis
spasmodic and piecemeal. We are not there _self-ewdent that something has to give. These

yet, but we are definitely on our way. issuegogether represent fuel for thevill and

Continued page 8
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Japan—not there yet,

but on the way
From page 7

energythat will berequired to perfam the
scale ofthange that is necessary for Japan to
move forward.Despite the despair and
insecurity that is tangible in Japanese society,
the electorate remains committed to change.
This can be measured in the rise and rise of
unaffiliated voters, who aw hover around the
60 per cent range. The laudable activism of
volunteers and NGOs in the Tohoku recovery
effort is indicative of the social energy that has
arisen in a civil society that no longer sits back
and assumes that government will meet the
needsof the day. The electorate is critically
engaged and is actively assuming oversight of
government with a determination that is
unprecedented in modern times.
8 Another indicator of
= the mood of the
voting public ists
positive attitude
towards emerging
political forces.
hal 11
Hashimoto with his
One Osaka Party,
and Aichi governor
I ARSF{A hYdz2NI Qa ¢2711 A
new and unorthodox political forces that are
speaking to an electorate that has not given
dzLJ 2y Wy S¢ LJ2thak é@njtiding Q ®
shows us that the stumblings of the DPJ have
not signified the end of commitment to
change in Japanese politics in the eyes of the
public. The election of the DPJ was not an end
goal of political change, instead it was one
part of a multistag process that is nowhere
near its conclusion.

Toru Hashimoto

The most difficult aspect of the current
transitional situation in Japan is that the end
goal is obscure, and the timeframe for change
protracted. There is a danger that the
realignment process will take sorlg that
Japan will miss the window of opportunity for
change that crisis has delivered. But the
existence of change itself means that things
are moving, and we can but hope that
sociopolitical energy will lead Japan to a
democratic future that its peopletil aspire to
despite the trauma of recent times.

Rikki Kersters Professor of Modern Japanese
Political History at the Australian National
University.

Asian Currents April/May 2012

Sydney appoints
China experts

The University of Sydney has appointed two
internationally regarded experts to head up its
China Studies Centre

Dr Kerry Brownvill take up the role 6
professor ancexecutivedirector of thecentre,
andProfessor David Goodmawill become
the academicdirector.

Dr Brown is currentlfiead of the Asia
Programme at Chatham House and Leader of
the Europe China Research and Advice
Network, funded by the European Union and
offering advice directly into th&uropean
External Action Service.

Pr Brown is one of the key analysts of today's
debae on attitudes toward Chinag@idDr
Michael SpenceViceChancellor of the
University of Sydney.

Dr Brown has held a number of high level
diplomatic, government and think tank posts
as well as holding affiliations with various

al &2 NJ @gagegpic institutions iChina, at Cambridge,

the London School of Oriental and African
Studies and Nottingham University.

Professor Ggodman is currently theting ~
! dfivdetbrNithe &Y stddiedCerftré and I NB

Professor of Chinese Politics at tihnaiversity.

He was previously thBirector of the East Asia
Cdehtre at the WhRersity of Newcastle upon

Tyne, Chair of the Asian Studies Program and

Director of the Asia Research Centre at

Murdoch University.

At University of Technology, Sydney he
established and developed the Instituterf
International Studies and later becarpeo
vice-chancellor, and themleputy vice-
chancellor International. More recently, he
was thedirector of theuniversity's Institute of
Social Sciences and Associate Dean
International within the Faculty of Arts dn
Social Sciences.

Established in 201the centrehas more than
130 academic staff engaged in the study of
China and facilitates cross disciplinary
research and teaching as well as extensive
public programs.
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North Asia: transition and change

Leadership transition on the Korean
Peninsula: control and change

The implications of a change in Park KurHye, daughter of former President
leaders in the two Koreas will have Park Chung Hee, is a leagifigure in the

equally significant international recently renamed conservative New World
Party and former

implications. president of the Grand
HyungA Kim E — National Party. Park 3 o
LINRY20Sa WTdzyRFIYSyYyul
iven the current period of leadership OKIy3asQ F20dasSR 2y
transition on the Korean pengula, . welfare as a new platform
with the death of Kim Jonljin the : ‘ zrq for her party, just as Mun
North and presidential elections due ~ Jaen, a human rights
in the South in Decembgr this year, i§sues of Park KurHye lawyer and former claif of
cor?tlrol and che}nge are Ilkely to dominate the staff to President Roh Moo Hyun (20@B), is
political scene in the immediate future. promoting economic democracy as a key
But apart from the domestic political member of the progressive Democratic United
signficance of this dual transition, the Party.
implicatiops of a change iq Ie_a_ders in the two The country is beset by deepening
Koreas will have equally significant . . LT
international implications, particularly in socioeconomic polarisation.
regard to finding a way to deal with the North
Korean nuclear stalemate. In fact, there can
be no genuine security in the AsRacific These possible presidential candidates are
region without solving the Korean problem, confronted by an angry Korean society,
especially the North Korean nuclear issue. especially at the grassroots level, which holds
. e LA . widespread antlLee Me/uAn(TaB@k sentiment.
[ SGQa SEFYAYS GKS ylFi{daNE 2F GKS RSNAKA LJ
transition in each of the two Koreas, and ask Allegations of corruption surround President 3
what that transition will mean, espally in [ SSQ& ONByASa FyR LINI&zZ FyR
terms of managing control and change on beset by deepening socioeconomic
each side of the peninsula. polarisation.There is also a public rejection of

the current stalemate in inteKorea relations.
South Korea ) )
In response to public sentiment, both the

The 2012 presidential election poses an conservative New World Party and the

intriguing choice for the South Korean progressive Democratic United Party have

populace. At this stage there appear to be promised welfare measures amounting to

three possibleleading contenders: Park Kun approximatdy $84 billion and $164 billion

Hye, Mun Jae In and Ahn Cheol Soo. Ahn is a respectively Both parties also promote softer

software mogLJI and gniversityAprofes:sor vyho ) approaches in inteKorea relations. o
LJdzZNLI2 NLia 02 NBLINBSaSyu e aasyuz
and is indeed most popular among those aged Overall, the leadership transition in South

in their 20s and 30s. Korea would essentially mean a sea change in

. o domestic political dynamics, with an emphasis
5SaLAGS KAa LI Lzt I NRA G @ 2gn economic democratisation.

intention asto whether he wouldenter the
presidential election as a candidate is
unclear yR @ Sid (KS dzy LINS R AThe leadership transition in Nortkoreato
move makes both the conservative and new leader Kim Jung Un (KJU) since
progressive camps shake in their boots. December2011,2011, in stark contrast,

North Korea

Continued pagé0
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Control and change on
the Korean Peninsula

Frompage9

YSIFya YW Qfmasgingacatoll SY

Despite the obviouabsence of his leadership
experience, his immaturity anehany other

flaws, the Northdzy’ R S NJ Y Weén&ationii K A N

hereditary leadership succession appears to
havechanged little, especially in regard to

b 2 NIi K ooatrhliStiat@gy via its missile
andnuclear plans.

Just 16 days after agreeing (29 February 2012)
to suspend longange missile tests in return

for 240000 tons of US food aid, Pyongyang
announced its satellitéest plan in April This
drew echoing condmnations from the United
States and its allies, as well as a public appeal
to Pyongyang by Chinese President Hu Jintao
at the recent Nuclear Security Summit in Seoul
asking the North to give up its launch plans.

Why this contradiction?
What does the Ndh aim to
achieve by this? Despite the
condemnations and
appealstogether with the
guessing games, Pyongyang
does not appear willing to

: give up its plan. On the
The Juche Tower, ~ CONtrary, this plan appears
Pyongyang to be aimed at

military elites who, according to some
analysts, may haveent a hardline message
with the announcement of the rocket launch.
In this respect, 2012 will be a critical year to

gl GOK K26 YW Qa € SIRSNEKALI &

transform itself into a new system of control

in North Korea, where chronic food shortages
d the malnutrition of citizens have reached
critical point.

There can be no genuine security in
the AsigPacific region without solving
the North Korean nuclear issue

Some Korean analysts argue that the United
States must send a highvel envoy to
negotiate with Pyongyang separate to the-Six
Party Talks among thenlifed Sates, China,
Japan and Russia in addition to the two
Koreas. They also argue that a hardline
diplomacy based on punishment is not the
answer, considering the
record of the Lee MyunBak
aRYAYAAaGNI A2y Qa
measures against the
launching of a missile and
the secondnuclear test
(2009), as well as the sinking
of the navy shipCheonan

Kim Jong Il and the attack on
Yeonpyong Island (2010).

KI NRf

RSY2yadNF GAy3 YW Qa f SRS NEKMRIL) 2310052 aMVEIlYQ & yb 2 NI K |

the mast symbolic and technologically

wherehis father left off, seeking direct talks

Wi RAFYyOSRQ ¢l &3 o0& LINE 2a8dnin Agyed@mert with Washihgtord Bui thisS Y

for Kangsong daegulor Strong and Great
Nation, just as Kim Jorigperfected the

would require political capitagnda bold
change of approach from President Obama

politics of secalledSonggu 2 NJ WYX AN Ai (DWHEat this time cannot afford that, at least

policy. After all, symbolism is highly impant
to North Korea, particularly for propaganda.

The bottom line is that KJU cannot afford to

58 4SSy +a I wsSI1Q €8

critical time in the North when two most
important events will mark the centenary of
YAY Lf {dzy3Qaandlthdli KRI &
founding of the North KoreaArmy (25 April).

D

KJU needs to maintain the stability of his
leadership succession at all costs by
consolidating his power base with the support
of the military power elite on the one hand,
and maintaining the stabiljtof North Korean
society by focusing oducheg(selfreliance)
ideology and thé&songurpolicy of both Kim Il
Sung and Kim Jong Il. KJU also needs to build
his control over the military and hardline

Asian Currents April/May 2012

not while he is heading towards his-e¢ection
in November.

Despite many differences and nowrgotiable

- ige b Bowddr ld8Hance fora geal I G |

breakhroughstill depends on how the US can
find a way to negotiate with North Korea. For
thisgmundibtebkindgtep, South Korea and
other neighbouringcountries also need to
change their approach.

Of courseChina ighe biggest factor in how
the North may change under KJU. China has
multiple interests in North Korea, includiag

wish that itremains stable Alsothat/ KA Yy I Q&

economic interests are pretted while
keepingwhile keeping North Korea as a buffer

Continued pagé1l
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Control and
change on
the Korean
Peninsula

Frompagel0

against the Wited Sates
and the West more broadly.

As already noted, there can
be no genuie security in
the AsizPacific region
without solving the North
Korean nuclear issue. In this
respect, the leadership
transition on the Korean
peninsula could bring new
opportunities with active
roles from the Wited

Sates, Chinaother
neighbouring coutries and
the international
community.

HyungA Kimis Associate
Professor of Korean Politics at
the College of Asia and the
Pacific in the Australian
National University.

Through
chil dren

As part of the annuaHead
On Photo Festival
‘Messages foour
children—3/11: anew
beginning will be shown at
the Japan Foundation
Galleryin Sydney from
10May to 2 June.

Sixty images will be on
exhibit, the majority taken
by children and youtlin the
areas affected by the
earthquake and tsunami

The exhibition will be at the
Japan Foundation Gallery
Level 1, Chifley Plaza, 2
Chifley Square, Sydney
from 10 Mayto 2 June
Monday;Saturday, 11am
4pm.
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Putri Munawaroh:
martyr or victim ?

A controversial trial has raised questions about the
future development of female involvement in

TENI /KAy Qa NB3AEgHsFachviginpdongsia

Sally White

LYR2y SaAl Q&

by GAGSNNENR &

n 17 September 2009, in a raid on a home in Surakarta,
Central Java,&® s SaAil Qa FydAid

killed four men, including Noordin Mop, the
mastermind of a number of bombings in Indonesia, including the
Ritz Carlton and Marriot hotels in Kuningan, Jakarta.

The house was rented by one of those killeddiHusilo, and his
pregnant wife, Putri MunawaratPutri was shot in the thigh.
L Seven days later, she was formally

charged with offences under
LYR2YySaal Qa

FYGAGSNNRENRAY
On 20 December 2009, while in

detention awaiting trial, she gave
birth to a sonMuhammad Ahsan As
Syuhada. She was indicted in February

2010 on charges of aiding the

perpetrator of a terrorism crime by
providing support for, and concealing
the whereabouts of, those perpetrators, and of possession of
firearms and explosives intended be used in a terrorist act.

On 29 July, Putri Munawaroh was found guilty of the crime of
aiding by concealment, and sentenced to three years prison.

Tﬁeé’e ge §ne bare bones of the case. What the prosecution

Ft£fS3ISR I

t dzii NA Q dhusbandl had renget &

0KI G

house in April 2009, which they moved into in June of that year.
In July, when Putri returned from a visit to her pareintgaw,
Susilo informed her that a guest had arrived and would be

staying with them.

Two weeks later, while Putwas visiting a neighbour, a second
guest arrived, then later a third, although the three guests were
not always there concurrently. While the guests were in the
home, they stayed in their room. Putri prepared food, which her
husband gave to them. When Rileft the house, she locked it.

According to the prosecution, Putri knew that the men staying in

her home were wanted terrorists. They argued that Putri

Munawaroh was a willing participant in concealing the men and

their activities, and that she harboad radical views which

influenced her behaviour.

t dzG NA Q&8 RST

Sy0S Sy 2y

GKS 20KSNJ K

no knowledge of the identity of the guests, and was simply being
a dutiful Muslim wife. Putri claimed never to have seen the faces

Continued pge12
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of her guests; she knew them only according
to certaincharacteristics. Her defence team
argued that this fact, and her behaviour, were
completely in accord with families whehgjab
(the strict separtion of the sexes) was
observed. In such families, there is no
interaction between male guests who were
not mahram(close kin) and the wife. Her
team stated that Putri locked the house to
protect their belongings, and that under
Indonesian law she could hbe held
accountable for criminal deeds committed by
her husband.

22YSyQa
Indonesia to date has largely been in support
roles. Only four women have been charged
under the antiterrorism law and they were all
charged wih offences that supported the
commission of a crime, such as concealing
whereabouts or knowledge. Thus, compared
to some other terrorisinovements elsewhere
in the world,women have not played active
roles inviolent activity in Indonesia.

There is, howeer, anecdotal evidence that
women were involved more directly in Poso
and Ambon in fighting (or at least stone
throwing), smuggling weapons, and logistical
support. There is evidence that women have
played other rolesincluding recruitment,
providing firancial support, acting as go
betweens and passing on messages,

particularly when their husbands are in prison,

educating their children in the way phad,
and helping their husbands to escape arrest
after committing a terrorist act.

The question here jglo the actions and words
of Putri Munawaroh and the discourse
surrounding her case represent an increased
radicalisation of women, and thus the
potential for a greater level of involvement in
jihadist activity in Indonesia?

In October 2009, police reptad a statement
Ittt S3ISRf& YIRS 08
RARY QUG @&2dz 2dzad akKz22i
trial, the prosecution argued that it was the
intention of Putri and Susilo to die as martyrs.
Rumours also circulated that Putri had told
police that the clid in her womb would take
revenge on them by bombing the police

Asian Currents April/May 2012

Ay @2t dSYSy G Ay

t dzu NRA

hospital and headquarters in 17 years time,
NHzY 2 dzZNBE t dzi NRA Q& O2dzyaSt

The record of interrogation for Putri gives
credence to the claim she wanted to die as a
martyr. When asked why stdid not follow
the order immediately to give herself up
RdzZNAYy3 GKS NI}IARXI akKks
to follow the order because | too wanted to be
a martyr, because | wanted to protect the
guests, because my guests are kings and | had
to honour those gastsQ
2 KSy (KS 02dzNIQa OSNRAOG g1l a
SMS campaign urged Muslims to attend the
KSENAYy3 & Fy OG 2F az2ft
t dzZiNAQ OF YLI ATy gL a |faz
day, a large banner was unfurled by women in
the courtroom ¢ K A O K Nﬁdtril? wC NS S
Munawaroh and her bab Iromt ar1ny
é@ I\é%‘(f’hé' pol}}/ a’étgcﬁ t?nat
carrled out the raidn which her husband
diedb 'yR AGa FftftASaQod
ejected, they held a rowdy demonstration
outside.

RSYA

I vagsSNS

AR N
£l

2 KSYy (K:!

Back inside the courtroom, ber supporters
refused to stand when the presiding judge
entered the court, and yelled insults when the
sentence was read out. One woman is quoted
F& alreAy3day WtdziNRA Aa
oppression against the Muslims on the pretext
of combatingterrorism. If we are accused of
being terrorists, then give birth to the
GSNNBNR&GA FNRY @2dz2NJ 62Y063 h

dzii G SNX &

Is this evidence of a growing militancy of
women? It is certainly evidence of greater
vocality of women, of women standing up for
what they ague is an injustice done to one of
their sisters. But what we see when we
examine the writings in the Islamist and
jihadist press commenting on the Putri
Munawaroh trial and the verdict is that the
discourse is very much within the parameters
of conservatie gender ideology.

Putri does not, in the trial, project herself as a
martyr to the cause of Islamshe does not
reject the validity of the court because it is not
based on Islamic law, she is said to have been

res egtf | and palite throughout hqtnaahnd

t% %ovt 15? gsgyg e%déu'\c[ij;e
rﬁn (lmﬁg or

sentence (the prosecution had asked for

eight).

At the trial of another suspected terrorist,

Continued pagé3
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Putri appeared to retract her statement that
she wanted to die as a martyr. She explained
that she was very scared, in panic, and
thought she was going to die. If she did die,
she wanted it to be as a martyr,

but in fact, she did not want to die. And this
was the lineof argument she used in her own
trial also. Her defence team claimed that it
was impossible for the prosecution to prove
t dzi NAQa AydSydAazy G2
the responsibility she carried for the child in
her womb, it was inconcedble that she could
ever have formed that intent.
OFras st a
Islamist and jihadist
media, and was
discussed in forums
and blogs. Putri is
constantly referred
to asmujahidah
(female fighter), and
there are occasional
references comparing
her to other Muslim

t dzi NA Q&

Putri Munawaroh
testifying.

YIEYS 2F f2@¢S (2 t dzi NX
appeared on a number of websites, the author
laments that he is unable to do anything to
save Putri from her fate, and calls her a
Yokgasg2YryQs tA1S !
Sulaim (both historical figures), Munfiatun
0b22NRAY ¢201LJQa&d aSO2yR
woman tried and found guilty under
antiterrorism laws), and several female

Muslim suicide bombers, thus linking her to
very strong imagesf women as terrorist
perpetrators.

traoydi f tect his fam )
62YSy® C2NJ SEFYLE ST Ay Exraoou'ln Bgn%el O ! 'Sgg‘ i KS
&rug Wi greg tg‘e to defend

Another article links Putri to other women
imprisoned by thekafir (unbelievers). Putri
Munawaroh is also situated in a trope of
devout Muslim women oppressed bytlzogut
(antilslam) state hence the references on the
banner to Detachment 88 and their allies. But
on the whole, most of the coverage in the
Islamist media has less to do with placing Putri
and her situation in a global context, and

more do with her, as a woman, in a very
localised context. There is a greatadief

anger and outrage expressed that a woman
who was only doing her duty to her husband
and his guests finds herself on trial and then in

Asian Currents April/May 2012

jail, especially given what she has already
suffered on a personal level.

Her fate is compared unfavourably with tha
of corruptors, whose wives remain free and
are never brought to account for complicity in
G§KSANJ Kdzaol yYRQA&
figure of pity, and although her strength is
admired, what comes over very clearly is the
belief she has been unjustiseated, that she

is not guilty, and has been victimised because
2T GKS aidlrdasaa
crimes and its part in the global war on terror.

l'a 2yS | dzi K2 NJ SELJNJSa SR
|sonl a village u&h E%?s LA
r’?/lng};oahve%m %& i f %\I ADSy

trying to be obedient and submlsswe to her
husband, accompanying him until the end of
his life cam@

fzttz2 g'l‘%gzreaﬂwterg iﬁ I%Lfcf?of tﬁeyrepg?tmgéis not

Putri herself, but her husband Susilo. It
emerged early on in thavestigation into the
events that Susilo used his body to shield his
wife, and this heroic deed is continually
referred to in the accounts of Putri and her
GNARFE® 'a GKS WhLISY
adzyl 6 NEKQ NBFSNNBR
Putri, we understand if you sometimes
remember your husband. For us, he is an

cin

LINR G SO e2dz

|yR

While there are eme strong images of Putri,

Y Y dz as nrentiehed @bove, ervtitz whole, reactions

to her case place Putri in the position of
gpRseige vietigh Randiher Busbrnd mgitlie
protector. Such reactions thus remain well
within the parameters of essentially
conservative gender &blogy, not claiming or
celebrating Putri as a truearrior, despite the
constant references to her asmujahidah

Further, although the charge of aiding through
concealment was found to be proven, the
other charges against Putri which indicated a
more &ctive involvement, were not. As a
result, we should be cautious in reading too
much into the Putri Munawaroh case and
what it represents for the future development
of female involvement in terrorist activity in
Indonesia.

Dr Sally Whités a research fellow, School of
International, Political and Strategic Studies, at the
Australian National University.
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Invisible
Australians

A new project combines digital
methods and historical narrative to
reveal the lives of non-white, non-
Indigenous people in early
20th-century Australia.

Kate Bagnall

illie Leon was a child of
aSto2d2NySQa / KAyl G
Orphaned after his father died on
a trip to the United States, from
the age of six Leon lived with Blt.ou and her
Chinese businessman husband in Celestial
Avenue. He grew up knowing nothing of his
own mother or even where he was barrbut
his later childhood was definitely Australian,
albeit one lived in the heart of the Chinese
O2YYdzy A& d [lifdBegadatage? NJ A
MoX 6KSy KS tS¥i GKS [ 2
in a Bourke Street café. Over the next 20 years
he worked as a cook in a series of cafés in
Sydney, Lakes Entrance, Gisborne and
Melbourne.

It was in a Melbourne
café, the Oriental in
Russé Street, that
Customs Detective
InspectorJames
Gleeson spotted Willie
Leon one day in July
1928.Growing up in
Chinatown, Leon had
perhaps never
developed the fluid
ease of a native
speaker of English and
Detectivelnspector
Gleesorsuspected that he waan illegal
Chinese resident.

Willie Leon, c. 1939.
National Archives of
Australia: B6531LEFT
COMMONWEALTH/194¢
1947/LEON WILLIE

Gleeson took Leon to the Customs
Department offices where he gave him the
Dictation Test in German, as was allowed
under the Immigration Act. Leon failed the
test, as he was surely expected to, and
Gleeson arrested him as aghibited
immigrant.

When the matter came before the CiGourt,

the magistrate ordered that Leon be

deported. Leon appealed, however, and the
Court of General Sessions heard him tell again

Asian Currents April/May 2012

the story of his life from age six. He
remembered nothing beforéd KSy ® [ S2y Q&
account was supported by that of other long
term Melbourne residents, who remembered
him playing as a young child in Celestial
Avenue. Without knowledge of his own
parents or birthplace, Leon simply had no
other way of proving that he was whw said
he was, that he had not arrived recently or
unlawfully, that he knew no other life than
that in Australia.

Judge Foster in the General Sessions found
that Leon had been resident in Victoria before
Redeyaton and that, therefore, he could not

becazy i SR Fa Fy WAYYAINIYydiQ 02
AYYAINI yiQO dzy RSN FSRSNI f I
W/ 2YY2y6SHEGK LI2sSNI 2yteée SEI
immigrants who came after the founding of
GKS /1 2YY2y oS|It Examicer KS RSOf I N
28 November 1928).
CKS adGg2NE 2F 2AfftAS [S2yQa LI
pr gibited immigrant illustrates the

ecariqusness that surro eﬂ e lives of
e?ﬁn?c?ghﬁfj\sg ineA%s%raligiﬁ t é%:aarf')j/ 2 62 NJ

decades of the 20th century. The White

Australia Policy, whether explicitly stated or

not, permeated the thinking and practices of

many lawmakers, bureaucrats and officials

from parliamentarians who openly spoke of

GKSANI RA&AGNHza G 2F GKS wOdzyy A
Chinese, to Customs officers whose day

day work involved investigating and passing

judgement on the identities of the Chinese

they encountered.

While some Chinese Australians did not suffer

the direct effects of institutional

discrimination under the Immigration

Restriction Aat or under the many other laws

that placed restrictions on the rights of

| KAySasSs 1 airyliann@asa w2 d 2INAERA G
2N 0K2asS WwWy2(G adomadlyaAaltte

R S & G Shéyicould not fail to be aware of

the way in which their country viewed people

of their race.

The Immigration Restriction Act was
ostensibly designed to keep out unwanted
arrivals of anyace or nationality criminals ,
prostitutes, the physically and mentally ill and
GKS Y2NI ffeé adawsSods
yet it disrupted, or had the potential to
disrupt, the lives of Australiahorn Chinese
and other longestablished residents like
Willie LeonLeon is one of the thousands of

Fa oStft

Continued pagé5
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Invisible Australians
From page 4

WAY ORded ®DNISE Al yaQ ¢gK2a$

Sherratt and | are exploring as part of a new
project to investigate the interactions of
Chinese Australians, artldose of other non
European backgrounds, with the bureaucracy
of White Australia.

The administration of the Immigration
Restriction Act created an enormous body of
records that are today kept in National
Archives of Australia offices around the
country.These records include tens of

w7m  thousands of
certificates exempting
from the Dictation Test,
together with related
application forms,
photographs,
correspondence,
registers and indexes
documenting the
residency and travels of
non-Indigenous, non
European peple in
Australia over the first
half of the20th century.

Certificateof
exempton from
Dictation Test for
Ruby Wong Chee,
1908. National

! . In the Invisible
Archives of Australia . .
STs4/1, 108/141-15¢ Australians project we

will extract biographical information found in
these administrative records to develop a
better understanding of who exactly was
affected by the White Ausadia Policy, and
how. It can be easy to think that the policy
was all words and ideas, abstract discussions
about the shaping of a nation and its
population, but in reality it had significant
consequences for people who were, in fact,
Australians. The admistrative case files of
individuals and families provide biographical
and genealogical informatianmuch of which
is found nowhere else as well as details of
how these people interacted with the
bureaucracy, including how they negotiated
and resisted theestrictions placed upon
them.

In time, the biographical information we
extract will be linked to that found in other
historical collections for example, probate
records, cemetery transcriptions,
naturalisation papers and historical
newspapers.

Asian Currents April/May 2012

These mighsound like grand plans for a
project that we are undertaking
independently and, so far, without any
exterppgfundingpBut@ fukgher part of the
project will be exploring how crowdsourcing
and emerging digital methods can facilitate
both the extraction othe data and the
formation of links between the records. For
example, many of the records contain
structured data, so we plan to develop a
transcription tool that allows anyone to view a
record online and simply copy the details to
add to the Invisible Ausalians database.

Tim is also exploring innovative machine
processing techniques. Theal Face of White
Australia, for example, demonstrates how
identity photographs can be automatically
extracted fom archival files and assembled in
a way that allows people to connect with and
explore the records online. Although only an
experiment at this stage, this work has
attracted significant international attention
within the fields of digital humanities and
archives.

Invisible Australians is all about connections
between datasets, archival collections and,
most importantly, between the stories of past
lives and us today. People like Willie Leon
f AGSR WwWavl tft
the historicalrecord. In many cases, there are

descendants and eager family historians ready

to reclaim their stories, but perhaps not with
Willie Leon. He never married and, after the
court hearing, appears to have slipped quietly
back into his life in innecity Melbaurne. Two
decades later, aged in his 50s, he left
Australia.

Invisible Australians hopes to reveal and tell
the stories of the many thousands of people
like Willie Leon who encountered the
bureaucracy of White Australia. Withotlte
stories of these indidual lives, White

Australia can all too easily stay in the realm of

rhetoric and imagination.

Dr Kate Bagnall is an independent historian who
lives and works in Canberra. For more on Invisible
Australians go to www.invisibleaustralians.org or
follow alongon Twitter @InvisibleAus.
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Australia needto better understand
Indian business thinking

S

Richard lles

Indian life becomes a sluggish stream, living in the
past, moving slowly through the accumulation of
deadcenturies PanditNehry The discovery of
India(1946)

utdated and narrow images of India

abound. However, in the world of

economic thought and business

practice India is dynamic, hastiged
and likely to be the source of renewed
economic thought.

However, Australian business and social views
of India are sluggish, not having deepened for
several decades. This neglect represents decay
in real terms. India has developed rapidly over
the past two decades, with many other
developed countries stronglywesting in their
relationship with India during this time.

Australian research activity focused on India,
as surveyed by the Austratjndia Institute
(UMelb), has declined steadily over several
decades. The knowledge base from which the
Australian busings community, students and
the wider community can draw to assist their
investment in India has withered.

t NAYS aAyAadSNI wdz Al
Asidink announcing the White Paper on
PdzaGNF E A Qa &GNIGS3AAO
with Asia reflects the naow and simplistic

view of modern India. She identified India as
an Engliskspeaking country, and therefore
Western in its thought. This view shows a
significant misunderstanding of India npas

well asthe ingredientofL Y RA | Q&
growth trajectory.

¢CKS AAYLX ATAOFIGAZY A&
economic national interests. It perpetuates
the idea that conducting business in India is
analogous to doing business in Western,
Englishspeaking countries.

I & L Yy Rdonfideace as&stad it
embraces its emerging identity as a global
SO2y2YAO | yR
intellectual and business engagement with
India takes on renewed importance.
Continued undeinvestment in our
understanding of modern India will limit our
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Department of Busine:

VoI

opportunities to growwith India and benefit
from its growth.

2 AG0KAY LYRAIFIQ& o0dzaAAySaa
communities the calls are growing for

distinctly Indian economic and business theory
FYR LN} OGA0OSa (G2 SYSNHS

development. Western economic theory and
bushess practice, which have never fitted well
with India, are no longer viewed as the
standard beares.

This call for Indiatspecific
theory and practice was
the underlying theme of
the Indian Institute of
Managementg,
Ahmedabad (ranked
globally in the topl0 MBA
programs by thd=inancial
Timeg Doctoral
Colloquium in January
2012. The message was
repeatedly expressed that
the Indian paradigm is more importatian
the Western paradignand is valued in the
international context. Therefore, the need to
borrow from the Western paradigm is more
limited. Greater opportunities exist for
expressing Indian ideas.

Management,
University of Calcutta

DAY '?diﬁ;‘jﬁpﬁ@digg‘ [SEER generpte

increased economic and business thinking that

b iﬂﬁ?ﬁﬁ?ﬁ"ﬂ%‘ﬁ“”ﬁ l%grgg"a‘?rséefn é"%y"ﬁd

thought. Australissho eparing t
position itself to exploit the opportunities that
will arise with distinctly Indian business
GKAY1Ay3a AG 2yS 27
developing middleclass consumer markets.

S E OA (rrde yoAnerindianfinance minister,

Manmohan Singh, decled in his Budget

R3PepGh

ewoot dmovo @ &t

by R

by R

GKS $2NI R

(RffiK§a0K2ES
hear it Ic?u%zfn%yc'\feg)rg)lr:ﬂdé %Z?:JO[\;V a’%ef WKgy9

gk 1S® 2SS aAKIff
In contrast to the portrayal of pre
AYRSLIBYRSYOS LYyRAL
current sluggish views ofidlia, the first set of
economic reforms awakened a renewed
period of Indian development, thought and

0e

AGNI GSIAO selegpledddn. ! dz2 NI AL Qa

India offers rich opportunities to those willing
to take the time to appreciate it as it is now
and as it sees itself. Omaeasure of the

Continued pagé7
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Australia’s

outdated view
of modern India

Frompagel16

increasing influence of Indian economic and
business thought is the growing numbar
economic and business intellectual leaders of
LYRAFY 2NRARIAY KSIFRAYyS3
business schools. A survey in théndustan
Times(29 January 2012) outlines the growing
list of economics and business academics of
Indian origin leading business schools (Harvard
University, University of Chicago, Cornell
University, Dartmouth Collegg)ot to

mention leading academics in various business
fields.

Now is not the time to resign from actively
engaging in India. Some notable Australian
economists and Asia experts acknowledge
that Australia has missed the boat with
respect to business engagementhvindia.
However, these thinkers are silent on how
Australia is to reenergise a productive
relationship Bigldeas, 9 September 2011
ABC TV, hosted by the Australian National
University and overseen by Whiteaper
committee membelProfessor Peter Drysdgle

¢2 | LIINBOAIGS
economic opportunities, it is apparent that
aspects of current business and social
attitudes and perceptions of India need to
change Investment at personal, intellectual
and business levels of engagement is
necessary. For Australia to maxamthe
benefits of the free trade agreement currently
being negotiated, strategic rethinking is
necessary.

Examples of investment strategieslimdia
from other countries give us some guide. The
USGovernment is funding thelindi-Urdu
Flagship at the
University of
Texas. The US
Government
pays tuition fees
for a degree in
any area of
study, as long as
undergraduate
students take a
concurrent major in Hindi and Urdu. This
represents a significant US investment in

GSK's UK headquarters
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developing a greater understanding of Indian
thought and practice.

Thepharmaeutical company GSK (UK head
quarters) is, for the first timeholding its
global executive meeting in India in 2012.
Although India makes up only approximately
8 per cent of GSK global sales, this decision
recognises the emerging importance of India
hec an will expo I
i R Y AL e TR %
opportunltles of doing business in India.
Debate in Australia concerning our Asian
engagement is already on the national
agenda. In particular, this must now maturely
encompass the importance of India to
l dZAGNI f Al Qa SO2y2YAO0
develgoment.

G2

' yR 0dza

Richard lles is a PhD student in Economics at Griffith
University and a visiting scholar at Delhi School of
Economics, India.

Bur ma conversat.

now available

Asialink has published the proceedings of its
W/ 2y @SNBFGA2YyAaQ A2012ael yYI NI A

ons

With the support othe Myanmar Institute for
Science and International Security, Asialink

I YR K NI Swagone of tReXfitst\estednoigangaionsi

allowed into Myanmar to holdrack Two
diplomacydiscussions.

Asialink was joined by senior presidential
advisors in the reformist government of
President Thein Sein, Dr Thant Myist welt
known author ofThe river of lost footsteps
and other regional specialists such as Dewi
Fortuna Anwar, advisor tdhe Indonesian
government, and Sean Turnell, a world
authority on the Myanmar economy.

During two days of meetings in the capijtal
Llby3a2ys AaadzsSa &adzOK Fa N
SO2y2vyeésx G(G(KS Oz2dzyiNERQ& Y
democracy and nation building, relations with

its neighbours China and India, and the
I320SNYYSY (G Qa LISEOS y&3I2dAl A
ethnic groups were discussed.

N.)f]j)

QO
[} N =N
Qx>

The report of proceedings are now available
through theAsialink website
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Art and tradition in Bali

A Balinese village fills a niche in an shortlived entreaty not to forget Kamasan
increasingly urbanised Bali villager and why it had ben so suddenly
removed.

Siobhan Campbell Located in the east of Bali, between the coast

he island of Bali is home to mamiflages and the mountain ranges of Mount Agung,
of traditional artists. These are often Kamasan is part of Klungkung, the smallest
conceved, by Balinese and foreigners district of Bali. While today this part of Bali
FEATSET Fa AYLERNIIYUG Gappedrsisahiethingdffa backwatér Sofnpared
unique culture and free from the upheavals _ _to the budle in the
g b — ,

brought to the island by foreign culture and
tourism. Kamasan in East Bali is one such \ 2
GAE T3S YR A& N\Syzéyéﬁ_ B0
classial painting tradition. Yet far from being E‘ R o

an isolated remnant of the past, Kamasan is an
example of the intersecting relationships that
exist between village and urban spaces in Bali.

south ofthe island,

Klungkung has great

b vhistdkBal 2 F . F £ A Q&
§ significance.

From around the
16th century
Klungkung was the
In December 2010 new signs appeared above g : seat of theDewa
the roadway at the two mainrdrances to Entrance to Kamasan vilage Agung paramount

Kamasan. The signs differed little from the ruler of Bali, who established a court in Gelgel.
many road signs around the country marking Kamasan was part of Bali's capital city, as it
the boundaries between villages, cities, belongs to thedesa adat or customary village
districts and provinces. The text visible to of Gelgel, and provided artisans to the royal
those entering into the village simply court. The village is divided intwanjar, or
announcedDesa KamasafKamasarvillage), hamlets, reflecting these specialised services,
while the message on the reverse, visible to including the gold and silversmiths B&njar
those leaving, reabesa Kamasan jangan Pande Masthe metalsmihs of Banjar Pande
dilupakan(Don't forget Kamasan village). and the painters of Banjar Sangging, whose

. name means craftsperson or artist.
| wondered to whom these signs were P

appealing. Were they specific to Kamasan or The narrative painting produced by these
would they soon appear around the artists is generally referred to as classical
neichbouring villages? Were they directed at painting, orwayang and has roots in the

the small numbers of foreign and Indonesian shadow puppet theatre. Althagh a similar
visitors who come to the villagea plea not to style of painting was once practised

leave Kamasan off their travel itineraries, or to throughout Bali and still exists among small
take away happy memories of their visit? numbers of artists elsewhere, Kamasan is the
Perhaps they were a call to resiats who had only village where it has not been superseded
left the village to seek work on other parts of by newer styles and materials. Paintings are
the island and beyond not to overlook their produced on cloth in aariety offormats and,
responsibilities to the village and the-all while in the past they were used primarily in
important remittances? Or maybe they were a temples or the pavilions of courtly homes,
general entreaty, on behalf of the village itself, they are now also found in art galleries,

not to be nglected in governmeninitiated museum collections, hotels, government
development plans for the region. offices, private homes and souvenir shops

throughout Bali andhe world.Today the
village is home to almost 40Qople with
50per cent of the population deriving an
income from the art industryWhile painting
now represents a major, though certainly not
the sole, source dhcome for many families,
some still holdblots of agricultural land,
Despite my inquiries within the village and located a few kilometres from the village,
with the local villagedministration, | failed to
discover what or who was responsible for this

The few people | asked dismissed the siasis
part of a localgovernment initiative, although
many more hadn't even noticed them. But less
than a month after they appeared the signs
were revised to read, simplyterima kasih

(thank you).

Continued pagéd9
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largely workedduring harvest timedy

labourers and shareroppers from nearby
villages, as well as by itinerant workers from
the neighbouring islands of Java and Lombok.

The most lucrative form of employment for
young men in the village is the cruise ship
industry, with many families aspiring to send
at least one son through a recruitment agent
for training and eventual placeent on a liner.
Other young people are employed in the
hotels, spas and resorts of the tourist centres,
with some residing permanently in the south
of the island while others commute daily to

destinations as far as Jimbaran and Nusa Dua.

While older resients frequently lament the
lack of interest that younger people have in
becoming artists, at present several young
artistsdo work in the village and many others
are involved in the marketing and trade of
Kamasan art.

During the 20th centuryforeign tourists,

artists and scholars were generally regarded
as the mainstay of Balinese ara

development associated with the demise of
traditional practice. While foreign

international tourists have been important
patrons of Kamasan art, over the past decade
there has been a shift in the consumer base of
Kamasan arto the Balinese themselveas

well asthe many affluent Indonesian tourists
who holiday in Bali from cities like Jakarta and
Surabaya.

The art of Kamasan very much appeals to
more urbanised Balinesan appeal which can
be understood in the context of media

initiated campaigns to reinvigorate traditional
Balinese cultural values in the wake of the Bali
bombings, the first of which traumatised the
island a decade ago.

In an environment where Balinesee
consciously seeking to substantiate their own
cultural heritage, Kamasan art is being
commissioned by individuals, schools,
university campuseand government
departments as well as commercial ventures
like hotel and villa developments.

The classicglaintings produced in Kamasan
and other centres of painting in Bali have
always been for ceremonial use by Balinese.
Paintings commissioned for temples still
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account for some of the work produced in
Kamasan, though most temples outside of the
village havdong replaced the painted cloths
with cheaper screefprinted versions. Artists
producing work for temples usually paint for
those to which they belong within the village,
most of which maintain good collections of
classical paintings for use during parteu
ceremonies.

While
seemingly
adhering to
tradition, which
is arguably
what attracts
people to

Colourists at work on a large clot K@masan work,
in the studio ofartist Ni Wayan the artists are
Wally. adapting to

new clientele. The incongruity is not lost on
the artists, many of whom acknowledge that
their Balinese clients appciate their

paintings for being traditional but have limited
understanding of the painted narratives
themselves.

One of the largest commissions received in
2011, by artist Nyoman Mandra (b.1946), was
from Mangku Made Pastika, tH@&vernor of
Bali, who regested a custom work, almost

40 metres long, depicting scenes fraime epic
Mahabharatafor his private residence.
Although this order was for a particularly long
painting, it is not uncommon, as Balinese seek
cloths to hang in specific interior spaces,
particularly as ceiling panels. This has seen
Kamasan artists moving away from painting
the single format scenes usually associated
with tourist work, to producing works on

much longer and narrower lengths of cloth,
known adder-ider, which consist of many
scenes and are customarily hung around the
eaves of pavilion structures within temples.

The size of these works also requires a large
number of artists and colourists. It is not
uncommon for up to 10 people to be
employed to produce one painting. Whilegth
communal nature of production adds to the
integrity of these works as traditional
products, the practice of Nyoman Mandra
shows that it is possible to become the best
known individual name in Kamasan art, while
heading the most important collective and
studio in Kamasan today.

Continued page0
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It is not just the way that Kamasan artists
work that is subject to ongoing modification,
but the ways in which they present the
narrative subjects of their paintings. A et
painting by Ni Wayan Wally (b. 1954) shows
how one artist has responded to the changing
Balinese landscape.

The story of the Brayut family relates the
tribulations of a poor commoner and rural
Balinese couple with 18 children. Artists
commonly depicscenes of domestic life,
including here,husband Pan Brayut carrying
water, bathing his children in the river and
cooking on a wood fire.

Detail from the Brayut story by Ni Wayan Wally, 2010.

In Ni Wayan Wally's painting, tourists with
cameras roundheir necks jostle to snap the
wedding couple, and girls in bikinis share the
waves with fishermen in wooden fishing
boats. A trio of government officials dressed in
khaki uniform arrives at the ceremony
accompanied by another
guest in trousers and
jacket and is greeted by
two women in Balinese
dress, who place a garland
of flowers round the

Artist Ni Wayan Wal - Of course Balinese artists
are not alone in incorporating contemporary
commentary into their workthere are many
examples in the traditional or daic arts
around Indonesia of engagement by artists
with the urban world However, exploring the
art of Kamasan shows that the qualities of this
tradition are ambiguous. In the same way that
the signs mentionedearlierappeared to
position the village aan entity in danger of
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being forgotten or left behind, the appeal of
this art can be explained in the same terms.
By exploring the kinds of engagements that
artists have with the world beyond their
village, it is clear that tradition is a
categorisatiorat once embraced and
contested by Kamasan artist@and that they
exercise significant agency in articulating
traditional culture to urban Bali.

Siobhan CampbeB a PhD candidate in the
Department of IndonesiaStudies, University of
Sydney. This article is based on research conducted
in Kamasan during 2010 and 2011, supported by a
Prime Minister's Asia Australia Postgraduate Award
and the Australia Research Council Linkage Project
i A GUndeRtaritling Balinespainting: collections,
Y NN GAQBSaz

China pays for crimes
against business

The Chinese Government is struggling to
prevent crimes against businesses, according
to a new study fronthe Australian National
University.

The study, a-authored by Professor Roderic
Broadhurst in the ANU College of Asia and the
Pacific, surveyed more than 5100 businesses
AY {KIy3IKFIAZ

Professor Broadhurst said the snapshot
showed that the level of crime reported by
Chinesébusinesses was lower than other
emerging economies such as Brazil, Russia,
Nigeria and India, and considerably lower than
Western and Eastern Europe.

‘However, incidents of bribery and extortion
were more frequent in China than in Western
Europe and Austia, but less frequent than in
Eastern EuropéProfessor Broadhurst said.

More than onequarter of businesses reported
at least one incident of crime over the past
year.This represents an estimated annual loss
ot Rtween US$4.9 and 5.6 billion for thaufo
cities.

The study has been published by ANU E Press
as the book Business and the risk of crime in
China. The book is availatleline.

ANU News
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A Confucian approach to peace

and conflict resolution

Traditional Chinese culture could
offer new ways of thinking about
peace and harmony.

Chengxin Pan

ne received wisdonon conflict
resolution and peacabuilding has

should not use it against others. In dgiso,

GKS aStF WgAtt y204 AyOdzNJ LISN
g A tWhedethere is no ill will, a virtuous

cycle of reciprocity between self and others

may ensue, thus bringing about a necessary

condition for cooperation and peace.

LY RRAGAZ2)YOE8Q2 BRARBNBHYSAYG06S

0SSy G(KS WRSY2ONJI GA whawgt tod&toothgrr)shigalggtakes on

WhICh agues that the norms of
liberal democracy are conducive to peace and
peaceful resolution of conflict.

This is not the place to debate whether this

GKSara Aa GFrtAR 2N y2i

LIS 0SQ Aa y2i0 (GKS 2yt
path to peaceMuch wisdom on conflict
resolution, for example, could be drawn from
traditional Chinese culture, especially the
Confucian thoughts on harmony and
humaneness.

Chinese culture is not inherently peaceful, but
it is worth exploring some important yet less
understood Confucian ideas on human nature,
cosmology and mutual responsiveness to help
both enrich our understanding of the causes
of conflict and build our capacity to resolve
conflict and maintain peace.

Conventional Western theories of
international reldions take as their starting
point that human nature is inherently selfish
and thus prone to conflict. Confucianism, on
the other hand, believes that conflict is not so
much a result of some inherent human
tendency as it is due to the lack of adequate
devdopment in human moral character. As
such, conflict could be better understood and
mitigated through the application of particular
norms on human behaviour and social
interaction.

One such norm, according to Confucianism, is
shu(( ). Closely related witlother Confucian
concepts such agn(humanenesshe
(harmony), andi (propriety),shuis commonly
dzy RSNE(G22R | & WR2 y2i

posmve and mtrospectlve
forms. In positive terms, it
YSIya WR2 (2 20K
82dz @2 dzNET6E T RS &
Analectsdescrlbesihls

h?uO NJ G A

S t ECJSI i E\E(ﬁ
"j_ Obido ko adnBrg bt A 2 V' I
followda Y We¢K@n Yy 27
[ren] is one who, desiring to
sustain himself, sustains
others, and desiring to develop himself,
RSOSt21LA 20KSNAEQ
To drive home this message, Confucius laid
out four common scenarios ahongin the
Doctrine of the MeaX W¢ 2 &tBeNa8S Yeé ¥
Ig2dzf R SELISOG Y& a2y (2 &SNDS
my ruler as | would expect my ministers to
serve me.. To serve my elder brothers as
I would expect my younger brothers to serve
YSX ¢2 06S GKS FANRG G2 GNBF G
expect them to treat m&?

Zhonghas obviousmplications for social
harmony. As filial piety and fraternal love in
the family context are extended to the outer
and wider community, they in turn are
reciprocated and multiplied, thus expanding a
socialweb of mutual love and resped/Nhile

the negative form oShucan avoid provoking

ill will, the positiveform helps build up good
will. Viewingzhongas reciprocal and
contagious, Confucians believe that it is all the
more important for people in high placesjch
as the king, @ practise it, as his exemplary
effect on others is likely to be mopowerful.

If the king is committed tahong heis able to

Rrgle by, morabegampleyrgthelgar pygoergian 4,

82dNBSEF R2 y2i RSaiNB o®dpushnert.dvhen followey, speking

Confucian texAnalects similar expressions
appear no fewer than thretimes (5:12; 12:2;
15:24). As an ethical code of condustipis as
relevant to the international context as it is to
the domestic setting: insofar as the self would
not like to be treated with violence, the self

Asian Currents April/May 2012

advice about good governance, asked wifiat
he killed those who had abandoned the way
to attract those who followed it, Confucius
replied that if one ruled with virtue, people

Continued pag@2
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would respond in kind was there a needbr
killing? The dsence of coercion or violence,
by implication, means thgreater possibility
for peace and harmony.

A third dimension ofhu expressed in
introspective terms, refers to setéflection or
selfcultivation &iushern. Inshu and zhong

the desire of the slf is used as the starting
point for understanding and dealing with
others. But an uncritical or unconditional
reference to the self as the measure of others
carries the risk of ethnocentrism, which, if
disguised in universalist terms, could well lead
to more, rather than lessconflict.

Thus, Confucianism takes sedflection and
selfcultivation seriously, which is believed to
be the hallmark of exemplary personar(z).
ByseiNE ¥t SOGA2y > aSyOAdza
others do not respond to your love vkitiove,
look into your own benevolence; if others fail
to respond to your attempts to govern them
with order, look into your own wisdom; if
others do not return your courtesy, look into
your own respect. In other words, look into
yourself whenever you faib achieve your
LJdzNLR2 4 SQ

Without critical sefexamination, one
could be caught in blame game or-tit
for-tat retaliation.

Selfcultivation could contribute to conflict
resolution in several ways. First, self
cultivation insists that the critical coitébn for
harmony lies in the moral agency of the self
through learning and constant reflection, not
in others orin certain external structure or
transcendent forces. Second, by taking self
responsibility, seltultivation lays the
foundation for forgiverss, which in turn is a
key to mediation and reconciliation.
Confucianism argues that with self
examination, an exemplary person is able not
G2 G41r1S 2F¥Syo0OSs

person without paranoia, xenophobia and
hatredis more likdy to bringthemself into
harmony with the environment. If each person
or each country is devoted to cultivating self
virtue and examining setfonduct, order and
harmony could then emerge.

To hardnosed realists, this is at best another
strand of idealism doomed to fail. Though
Confucianism in general arsthuin particular
are no panacea for many social ills, they are
far from another set of fanciful ideas. Two
distinctive Confucian ideas makhua

relevant and powerful norm on conflict
resolution.

Firg, in cosmologyshuis underpinned by a
distinct Confuciaism that treats reciprocal
relations as fundamental to the being of the
world. Confucianism assumes an organismic,
non-dualistic, and nofiranscendent cosmos
where heavent{an), earth ¢li), and hunan
(ren) together form one continuous, holistic

in which the myriad thi under heaven
F\?%é %\“y r&‘%ﬂﬂé‘y l}Q‘.Ez% Ydziidzt £ £ &8 NB&L
02R& 6AGK (KS -GCogfldBNRQ> | & (KS
dO0K2f NI 2Fy3 | Iy3aYay3a SELX A
that we even feel pain whenlés and stones
are broker®

Translated sometimes as mutuality or
reciprocity,shuspeaks directly to this mutual
responsiveness in human relations. To

illustrate, it is useful to look at the

etymological roots oshu( ) in Chinese. The

upper half of thecharacter isu (), meaning
WEiATSQ 2N wi2 NBaSyof SaQ:x
xin( ), 2 NJ W&é Y WNyf Ragether, this

/| KAySasS OKINFOGSNI AYLX ASa
and mind is alike, hence the possibility of
WSEGSYRAY3 2y Saem).BRSAANB (2 2
gre 2F Ay@21Ay3 2ySQa 26y 4&dz
appreciate the situation of othershuenables

mutual understanding and mutual trust which

is essential to harmony.

Iy R

i K

Secondshuis predicated on an
intersubjective understanding of human
nature. Whereas Westerphilosophy often
defines human nature in terms of human
desire for survival, material satisfaction and

b se 2 G K SPR'ER Copfiiciapispgrgues;that whal Bakep,, 5

KAAKKSNI FoAtAGREE y2N wﬁ@@%?@@f%“@cﬁvﬂéhﬁ"ﬂa@ﬁ Ye
dzy NBF a2y I Oeicﬁveéﬂy;[vﬁthfnﬁ o® desire to be tréated by others as human. For

critical selfexamination, one could be caught
in blame game or tifor-tat retaliation.

Third, from a Confucian standpoint, self
cultivation brings about calmness, and a calm
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Confucius, the ultimateharacteristic of
KdzY ySySaa Aa LISaedl SQa
for respect, trust, love and care from fellow

Ay G 8N
Continued pag@3
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humans. Becoming an exemplary person
SyillAta Y2NB
horses} Yy R f A 3K
FSSRAY3 2ySQa LI NByia
R23a& yR K2NBSaA
AyaidlyoSz GKI G
them rest; in regard to friends, to show them
sincerity; in regard to the youngo treat them

i Sy R Qndeed, Qumanenessen ), as

the graph of the Chinese character indicates,
denotes at least two persons, thus symbolising
WGiKS NBfFGA2y Lt AGR
Kdzyty 388ay3aaqQoe

Both the Confucian
cosmology of mutual
respmsiveness and its
intersubjective
conception of human
nature lay the
foundation for the
theory and practice of
shu Each person, in

- order to become a
human, entalls the treatment athufrom
others. But given the reciprocal nature of
human relations, the$f ¥ Q&
from others cannot be satisfied unless the self
is committed to the same practice towards
others. In this sense, acting in the spirit bfis
is neither an exercise of pure altruism nor a
sign of weakness. Rather, it is an essentigp st
towards the sekrealisation of humanity.

This, of course, does not suggest that with
shu,an easy solution to social and
international conflict is at hand. Confucius
admitted that he had not been able to act fully
in accordance witlshu However, theproblem
lies less in the principle shuper se than in
our commitment to living up to it in practice.
In a world chronically ravaged with spiralling
violence and intractable conflicthuand
Confucianism in general at least offer some
muchneeded altermtive ways of thinking
about peace and harmony.
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approachesOpen Court, Chicago, 2003, p.
131.

5. DC LauMencius Book IV, Part A, p. 119, and
Book IV, Part B, 28, pp. 138 Pemuin Books,
Harmondsworth, 1970,
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James Legge tran&)onfsagn Analects The
Great Learning and The Doctrine of the Mean,
Dover Publications, New York, 1971, pp.@389
90.

7. w20S8SNI [/ dzYYAy3a
02y GSYLE2NI NBE / Klbyrdl®dS
Chinese Philosopl8p, no. &4 (2003), p. 318.

8. David L. Hall and Roger T. AniHsinking
through ConfuciusState University of New
York Press, New York, 1987, p. 288.

9. TheAnalectss: 26; 2:7, see Legg€pnfucian
Analects, The Great Learning and Thetiroe
of the Mean pp. 148, 1823.

Ofhli Y 2 dzNJ 1§ ZD?\YJd L. Hall and Roger T. AmBEsinking from

the Han: self, truth, and transcendence in
Chinese and Western cultui®tate University
of New York Press, New York, 1998, p. 84.

Chengxin Panis a senior lecturer, School of

Humanities and Social Sciences, Deakin University.
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Education and gender balance key

t o cont. i

A sound education will be crucial for
young people in China, India and
Indonesia entering the workforce.

Gavin Jones and
Divya Ramchand

ducation is an important means
through which the level of human
OF LIAGEE 2F |
its workforce, is enhanced.utan
capital acquired through schooling has been
shown to help rural workers find better nen
farm jobs in rural areas as well as in cities.

The benefits of education also extend beyond
workforce productivity to the social realm in
the form of higher chanceof child survival,
lower maternal mortality rates, improved
adult health and lower disability at old age.

Given the overall empowering function of
education, it is not surprising that the goal of
universal primary education was ranked
second in the Unéd Nations Millennium
Development Goals.

! & A I Q& Chiha, Inglidiaad Indonesia
0SG6SSy G(KSY K2fR
LJ2 LJdzt | GA2Y
population. In these countries, as elsewhere,
demographic factors play an important role in
influencing education, and vice versa. For
SEFYLX SZ / KAyl Q&
efforts helped reduce its child dependency
ratio, which in turn led to more years of

CT

schooling per child as parents channelled their

wealth to fewer children.

The table bedw shows that over the next 20
years, the workingage population (age 154)
in Indonesia and India is expected to rise
substantially, though in Indonesia this growth
will be entirely confined to the population
aged 30 and above, as numbers in the2%
age group are expected to decline slightly. By
contrast, in China the workforce will begin to
contract by the year 2020, and it will be
slightly smaller in 2030 than it is at present.
Over the next 20 years, total dependency
ratios are expected to dip in dhree

countries due to a strong decline in child
dependency ratios that will offset a slight rise
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nued
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growth of
Per cent change in working-age
Population, 2010-2030
Per cent changes
Country
Age 15-29 Age 15-64
Indoresie -3.1 20.C
Ching -26.2 -1.1
India 8.8 31.C

O 2 dzy (i NB Source: UN Population Division Statis

Total Dependency Ratio

o w o wu
8 23 3 8
& & 3 8
a2 2 2

2000
2005
2010
2015
2020
2025
2030
2035
2040
2045
2050

in old-age dependency ratios (not shown in
the graph). This trend is often referred to as

G§KS WRSY23INI LKA Ourablg y dza Q=

one for economic development, provided that
those entering the working ages are provided
LJSVHF %’u educéat_lgon :,-md t{qt J&bs are
r hem ever ew
dependency ratios Wlﬁ beglﬁo n?crease
in China, and beyond 2030,a will be rising
in all three countries, as oldge dependency

4G NE y 3SR MPrE Sy, vk v 3

In all three countries, it is crucial that young
people entering the workforce are equipped
with a sound education so as to take
maximum advantage of the demographic
02ydza Ay o022aiGAy3a GKS
productivity and enabling the workirage
population to cope with the increasing burden
of support which they will eventually have to
bear.

At the same time, both equity and efficiency
concerns require more balancéevels of
educational development across the
socioeconomic spectrum. Factors such as
poverty, social stereotypes and poor
educational facilities accessible to the poor
lead to children leaving school prematuréty
enter the workforce, lacking skills thetould
enable them to move into highgeroductivity
Continued page®
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Education issues
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jobs. There are enormous losses both to the
individuals concerned and to society when
bright children from poor backgrounds are
unable torealise their educational potential.

Education is a lonrterm investment
associated with shorterm costs. Investment
in education takes almost one generation (20
years) to translate into better human capital
of the adult labour force. With the lower
dependency ratios expected from now to
approximatdy 2030, this provides an
opportunity to raise education enrolment
ratios to boost future productivity. This is
particularly important for India, which lags
substantially behind Indonesia and China in
both secadary school enrolment rates and in
the gender balance in secondary school
enrolments.

Secondary enrolment in China has doubled
and in Indonesia increased by around
50percent over the lasROyears. In India, the
corresponding increase is only around

30 per cent. Evidence shows that secondary
education provides a strong boost to
economic growth, much more so than
universal primary education alohalue to the
more specific skills taught that meet the
demands of the industrial and commercial
sectors.

School enrollment, secondary (% gross)
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Ratio of female to male
secondary enroliment (%)
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A closer look at gender differences in
secondary school enrolment reveals that
significantly lower female to male enrolment
accounts for a large portion of the lower
enrolment rates in India. These gender
differences stem from sociocultural norms in
Indiarelating to the role which women are
expected to play in society.

The situation is different in Indonesia where
Indonesian parents treat sons and daughters
equally in schooling investment and this is not
affected by whether daughters move away
from the original household.Ensuring that
LYRAFQ& 20SNIff SyNRfYSyd NI
depend on the ability to boost female
secondary enrolment rates, as Indonesia
succeeded in doing following its introduction
of three years of compulsory junior secondary
educationin 1994. Between 1993 and 2007,
the reduction of a gender gap in secondary
enrolments contributed significantly to the

NAaS Ay LyR2ySaXlQa 208NI f ¢

India is lagging behind China and Indonesia in
this respect and this lag is likely to continue
well into the future due to the path
dependency of educatianthe effects of a
poor education stay with an individual for life
and linger for decades in holding back the
productivity of the workforce. Evidence also
points towards a correlation between parent
education and child enrolment in secondary
schools, thus indicating an intergenerational
transmission of educational advantage and
disadvantage.

China and Indonesia, too, still face many
educational challenges. Indonesia still has
enormous room for impreement in

Continued pag@6
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developing the quality of the education
systems, teaching standards, test scoets
to ensure that the years of compulsory
schooling are meaningful and effective.

S giant

Given theinportant role of education in
development, focusing on expanding and
upgrading education and improving the
gender balance are crucial to improving total

LINE RAzOGAGAGE Ay | ail Qa
countries.
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New books from the ASAA series
Southeast Asia Series

The series seeks to publish cuttiadge
research on all countries and peoples of
Southeast Asia.

Women in Asia Series

The Women's Caucus of the ASAA operateg
publication series in conjunction with
Routledge that focuses on promoting
scholarship for women in Asia.

The East Asia Series

The series welcomes proposals on subjects
principally concerned with any part of the East
Asian region (China, Japan, North and South
Korea and Taiwan).

South Asia Series

The series publishes outstanding research g
the countries and peoples of South Asia across
a wide range of disciplines.

=]

3. Lutz et al. 2008.

4. Daniel Suryadarma and Sudarno Sumarto
HAMMZI W{ dz2NBSe 2F NBOSyi
Bulletin of Indonesian Economic Studi€g(2):
155¢182

Professor Gavin JonissDirector, Comparative Asia
Research Centre, National University of Singapore.

Divya Ramchani$ a research associate at the
National University of Singapore Global Asia
Institute.
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Asian Studies
Review
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Asian StudieReviewis
multidisciplinary and
welcomes contributions in
the fields of anthropology,
modern history, politics,
international relations,
sociology, modern Asian
languages and literature, contemporary
philosophy, religion, human geography, health
sciencesand the environment.

The journal focuses on the modern histories
cultures, and societies of Asia and welcomes
submissions that adopt a contemporary
approach to critical studies of the Asian
region.Asian Studies Reviemelcomes
research in new fields and emerging
disciplines, including cultural studies, gende
and sexuality studies, film and media studies,
popular and youth cultures, queer studies,
diasporic studies, transnational and
globalisation studiesAsian Studies Review
also includes review articles and book reviews.

Asian Studies Revidwasociated with the
Asian Studies Association of Austrafd
research articles in this journal have
undergone rigorous peaeview.
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Books on Asia

of some very good onéeacludes

From the Asia Teny. Sy y S dtamdard

BOO kroom reference volumeslistory of
photography in China 1842860
Sally Burdon andHistory of

Asia Bookrom

photography in
China. Western
photographers 1864
1879

Orldwide, there is an increasing
interest in historical images and
the history of photography in
general.

Other outstanding
collections by
Bennettare Early
Japanese imageand
Korea caught in time.
Yet morevolumes

Nineteenthcentury albumen photographs,
both as individual images and presented
together in albums, have become very
desirable in the past fewecadesandare
starting to attract some solid prices recently
Photographs of Asia reflect this trend.

includeJoel G.

The earliest recorded photograph taken in az2y il BiduBeQ &
China was in 1842 and within a few years postcards of
Chinese photographers and foreign visitors Cambodia 1900
were taking photographs avery subject 19501 / f F NB
imaginable, from tortures and punishments to FYR ¢aSNAY
grand occasions, battles and portraiture. Seeir]g Lhzﬂsa!inne

. [ 1 O2 BelicB Qa
As a dealer in old books and other old paper Beato: a

items | have followed the interest in
photography with acute interest. In the last
few months, for exampleye sold a late
19th-century colonial album of Burmese
interest and two albums of Singaporean
interest.

photographer on the
Eastern Roadlason
¢ 2 KS{hgapore
through 19th century photographs;
Indonesia images from the pasthe
photography of Jean
DemmeniJohn

Clft Oandi& NI &
pioneering
photographers 1850
1900;andA century of
Japanese photography
RRoda¥Bpyali Q Ay Ala
Photographers

Clearlyi KS WA SNR2dza Y2y S$28Q fAsda oA GKCOFHE

images by the famous photographers such as .

Felie Beato, known, among other things, for
his photographs of the Second Opium War;
John Thomson, for his haunting portraits of
Chinese life; or Lai Chong, famous for having
taken the first dated photograph by a Chinese
photographer. Even if you can't affotd

chase original photographs by w&town
photographers or the work of amateurs, |
would highly recommend that you get hold of
some of the excellent books on the subject
that have been published recentlf. selection

One Singaporean album was from the turn of

the 20th century and another, much later,

from the 1950sThe photographs in these

albums were not by fames photographers

but by skilled amateurs depicting a way of life
quite unfamiliar to modern eyes, and each

gra | FlLraOAyliGAy3a Krahdz
own right.

SINGAPORE
19th CENTURY
PHOTOGRAPHS

‘Tagore and the Romance
of Travel Exhibition’,

23 Apri25 April, 12png
5pm, Founders Gallery,
Elizabeth Murdoch
Building, Victorian College
P of the Arts, 234 St Kilda
Road, Southbank Melbourne. Organised by

Continued page@
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the Australia India Institute in assotian with
the Consulate General of India, Melbourne
the exhibition marks the 150th anniversary of
the birth of Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore and
is an initiative of the Indian Council of Cultural
Relations. It has been exhibited in Malaysia,
Thailand, Chinand Singapore

Reading Dutch for historical research’,
intensive residential course, to be held at
South Durras, NSW, 18 June-5 July 2012. The
course is intended for those needing a
working knowledge of written Dutch for
professional purposes, includitige study of
Asian historyOpen to academics,
professionals and current and intending
postgraduate students. Seeebsite for further
information.

Australian Historical Association 31st Annual
Conference 9-13 July 2012, Adelaideat the
North Terrace campus, University of Adelaide.
The conference seeks to explore the myriad
ways in which human societies have
connected over past centuries, and the ways
these interactbns in time, space and cultures
inform present historical debate. We welcome
papers from historians of all times and places.
Further information available frorconference
website.

ASAA 19th Biennial Conferencet WYY y 2 g A y 3
Ly

Asia! aAly {GdzRASE WYy
University of Western Sydney1-13 July
2012. See story page 4.

ASAA news

ASAA announces
mid -career prizes

From 2012, the Asian Studies Association of
Australia ASAA) will award twmid-career
researchemprizes forexcellence in Asian
Studieg($1500 and $1000).

The awards will be made to mizhreer
researchers for published work on an Asian
subject, as represented in a book/monograph.
Individual or joint candidates may nominate
for the prizes Applicants must be ASAA
members employed generally at an Australian
university below level E (professor/chair) at
the time of applicationTheymust have
completed their PhD at least five years and no

Asian Currents April/May 2012

more than 15 years before the application is
lodged.

Individuals may submit a seluthored
scholarly book (which must not be based on a
thesis) published by a university or
commerdal press in the three years before

the application is submitted. Joint candidates
may submit a cauthored book publishe in

the three years before the application is
submitted. Materials submittednust be in

print as of the date of submission (galley
proofs are not acceptable).

Applications should be submitted by 15 May
2012 to Professor Purnendra Jain
President, ASAA

Cente for Asian Studies

University of Adelaide

Purnendra.jain@adelaide.edu.au

For further information, contact Dr Caroline
Norma at:caroline.norma@rmit.edu.aar see
the website

Applications open
for ASAA event funding

Applications are open to ASAA members who
wish to organise a workshop, symposium or
conference that will be of interest and value
to other ASAA members and the broader
scholarly community.

The ASAA Executive will appoint a small
committee of ASAA Council members to
review applications on their merits. In
assessing proposals, attention will be given to
the overall integrity of the proposal in terms
of the criteria set out below, including the
soundness of the budget and its justifiaati

Please email applications as Word or PDF
attachments toAmrita.Malhi@unisa.edu.au
by Friday 18 May 2012. Applicants should
expect to receive responses by 30 June
2012.SeeASAA websitéor full details.

About the ASAA

The Asian Studies Association of Australia
promotes the study of Asian languages,
societies, cultures, and politics in Australia,
supports teaching and research in Asian
studies and works towards an understanding
of Asia in the community at largésian
Currentds published by the ASAA and edited
by Allan Sharp
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